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HISTORIC 

The New York Botanical Gardens 
AND/OR COMMON 

The New York Botanical  Gardens 
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I n t e r s e c t  ion  of Southern and Bed ford  Park Boulevards -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
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New York - VICINITY OF 23 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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_X)ISTRICT -PUBLIC -XICCUPIED AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-BUILDING(S) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -ARK 

-STRUCTURE XBOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 4 D U C A T I O N A L  -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUlSlTlON ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-OBJECT -IN PROCESS *YES: RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED -INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO -MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME 
New York Botanical  Garden, Inc. 

- 
STREET & NUMBER 

The New York Botanical  Garden, Bronx Park 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

New York - VICINITY OF New York 

COURTHOUSE. 

OF Bronx County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN STATE 

The Brow. New York NPW Ynrk 

fl REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey, "Lor i l la rd  Snuff M i l l "  
DATE 

1936, 1956 -FEDERAL -STATE C O U N T Y  -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

. . r v  of C-ss Annex, D i v i s j n n  nf  Pr in tas  and Phntns 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Washington n - C -  



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

>XCE LLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED  ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS -LTERED (minor) -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The 230-acre Garden is  a scen ic  a r e a  of r o l l i n g  country. Through i t  runs  t h e  Bronx 
River wi th  i ts  dramatic  75-foot gorge. Among i ts  many notable  f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  40-acre 
v i r g i n  hemlock f o r e s t  of unimpaired i n t e g r i t y  t h a t  preserves  t h e  scene a s  i t  was a t  t h e  
time of t h e  f i r s t  white  se t t lement  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h e  Pinetum of over 200 specimens of 
evergreens, t h e  Rose Garden having 80 spec ie s  and 400 c u l t i v a r s  of r o s e s ,  and t h e  
exceedingly a t t r a c t i v e  1-acre Thompson Rock Garden. 

The I t a l i a n  Renaissance museum bui ld ing ,  designed by Robert W. Gibson, is  w e l l  main- 
ta ined ,  i t s  308-foot f r o n t  facade unchanged s i n c e  i ts  cons t ruc t ion .  It has been 
c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  not  being an a r t i s t i c  success,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  because of a s t o r y  above 
t h e  main co rn ice  producing a high-shouldered e f f e c t .  However, t h e  imposing facade 
and t h e  landscaping, h ighl ighted  by t h e  superb Fountain of L i f e ,  c rea ted  by Carl  T e f f t  
i n  1905, p re sen t s  a p l eas ing  design. Modern add i t ions  have been made a t  one end and 
a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing ,  but  t h e  average v i s i t o r  does no t  see these .  Vandals have 
done some damage t o  t h e  T e f f t  founta in ,  but  i t  sti l l  conveys t h e  s t r e n g t h  and beauty 
t h a t  once impressed Augustus St .  Gaudens. 

The 512-foot long g l a s s  conservatory,  w i th  i t s  80-foot high c e n t r a l  dome, i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged s i n c e  it too was designed by Robert W. Gibson. Some of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t r a c e r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  en t rances ,  has  been removed and t h e  design 
modified over t h e  years .  It i s  p resen t ly  closed f o r  renovat ions.  Between i t  and t h e  
museum bu i ld ing  a t h i r d  l a r g e  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  microbio logica l  l abora to ry ,  was con- 
s t r u c t e d  i n  1956. Too l a r g e  t o  be unobtrusive,  t h i s  bu i ld ing  neve r the le s s  f i t s  its 
s e t t i n g  w e l l .  

The land s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  Garden included t h e  former e s t a t e  of P e t e r  L o r i l l a r d ,  who 
accumulated a fo r tune  i n  t h e  tobacco indus t ry .  Although t h e  p a l a t i a l  res idence  
burned i n  1923, t h r e e  of t h e  e s t a t e ' s  bu i ld ings  sti l l  stand.  The gatehouse i s  
unused today, i ts  windows being boarded up. The maintenance s t a f f  now uses  t h e  former 
s t a b l e s  f o r  work space and t o o l  s torage .  The snuff m i l l ,  e r ec t ed  i n  1840, has  been 
r e s to red  s t r u c t u r a l l y ,  wi th  s t e e l  beams added t o  i ts  i n t e r i o r ;  and t h e  ground f l o o r  
has been converted i n t o  a c a f e t e r i a  f o r  v i s i t o r  use. 

The i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  bu i ld ings  and t h e  grounds is  extremely good. Despi te  t h e  
evolu t ion  of an a c t i v e  program t h e  appearance of t h e  Garden i s  s t i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  
of i t s  youth. New bu i ld ings  w i l l  be added and new programs w i l l  be undertaken, but  
t h e  guiding p r i n c i p l e  of i ts  d i r e c t o r s  has  been and i s  t o  preserve  both t h e  appearance 
and t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  i ts  founders i n s t i l l e d .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Establ i shed  i n  1896, The New York Botanical  Garden, a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Southern and 
Bedford Park Boulevards, r a p i d l y  became one of t h e  leading  b o t a n i c a l  gardens of t h e  world. 
Its e a r l y  growth was due t o  t h e  ene rge t i c  l eade r sh ip  of i ts  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r ,  Nathaniel  Lord 
Br i t t on ,  supported by t h e  Torrey Botanical  Club. The Garden has developed one of t h e  
world 's  l a r g e s t  herbariums, t h r e e  m i l l i o n  specimens; research  l a b o r a t o r i e s  s t r e s s i n g  
ecology, p l a n t  geography, p l a n t  physiology, and sys temat ic  botany; t h e  Western Hemi- 
sphere ' s  l a r g e s t  b o t a n i c a l  l i b r a r y ;  an  educat ional  program ranging from c h i l d r e n ' s  
gardening c l a s s e s  t o  graduate t r a i n i n g ;  and conserva tor ies  having two a c r e s  under g l a s s .  
Its programs i n  research ,  publ i sh ing ,  and educat ion have become i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recognized. 

The 230-acre Garden is a scen ic  a r e a  of r o l l i n g  country through which runs  t h e  Bronx River.  
Notable f e a t u r e s  t h a t  d a t e  from t h e  incept ion  of t h e  Botanical  Garden a r e :  t h e  40-acre 
v i r g i n  hemlock f o r e s t  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  conservatory and museum bui ld ing .  

His tory  

I n  1888 Professor  and M r s .  Nathaniel  Lord B r i t t o n  presented an  i l l u s t r a t e d  l e c t u r e  t o  t h e  
Torrey Botanical  Club on t h e  Royal Botanic Gardens a t  Kew, London, England, where they had 
been r ecen t  v i s i t o r s .  The B r i t t o n s  urged t h a t  a s i m i l a r  bo tan ica l  garden be e s t ab l i shed  
i n  New York, t h e r e  being only one major garden i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  Missouri Botan- 
i c a l  Garden (Shaw's Garden) e s t ab l i shed  i n  1859 i n  S t .  Louis. 

Stimulated by t h e  Br i t t ons '  l e c t u r e ,  t h e  Torrey Botanica l  Club e n l i s t e d  t h e  support of 
prominent New Yorkers t o  s o l i c i t  subscr ip t ions .  I n  Apr i l  1891, Governor David B. H i l l  
s igned a b i l l  providing f o r  t h e  establ ishment  of a bo tan ica l  garden i n  Bronx Park, and 
by 1897 t h e  Board of Managers had r a i s e d  s u f f i c i e n t  funds t o  begin work. Some oppos i t ion  
a rose  over t h e  choice of t h e  s i te  because of t h e  f e a r  t h a t  such an i n s t i t u t i o n  would 
i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  n a t u r a l  beauty of t h e  a rea .  However, p l ans  went ahead. I n  1896, 
Professor  B r i t t o n  had become i t s  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r  and fou r  yea r s  l a t e r  t h e  museum bu i ld ing  
and t h e  conservatory opened t h e i r  doors t o  t h e  publ ic .  Today, t h e  garden is a p r i v a t e l y  
endowed, nonprof i t  corpora t ion;  t h e  c i t y  of New York funds t h e  maintenance c o s t s .  

From t h e  beginning, The New York Botanical  Garden has  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  requirements of i ts  
Act of Incorporat ion.  I n  t h e  f i e l d  of research  i t  has been outs tandingly  a c t i v e .  The 
herbarium, a b a s i c  research  t o o l ,  began wi th  Columbia College 's  g i f t  of t h e  Torrey 
herbarium and t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h e  August Jaeger  herbarium of mosses. S t a f f  taxono- 
m i s t s  c o l l e c t e d  specimens i n  North, Cent ra l ,  and South America, inc luding  t h e  a r c t i c  
regions.  Today t h e  herbarium con ta ins  more than t h r e e  m i l l i o n  specimens making it  t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  Western Hemisphere and one of t h e  leading  herbariums i n  t h e  world. I n  



E. D. Merrill, Biographical Memoir of Nathaniel Lord Britton (National Academy 
of Sciences, Washington, 1938). 

Harris E. Starr, ed., Dictionary of American Biography, XXI, Supplement One 
(New York, 1944). 

William C. Steere, "~lizabeth Gertrude Britton (nee Knight)," MS, 10 pp. 
E. N. Thompson, "The New York Botanical Garden, New York," National Survey of 

Hi stnrir S i  t ~ n  and - R i i i l d i n o c  - 
 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

-- 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 230 acres 
U T M  REFERENCES 

81 I519151415101 h5.u0, a)  ~ 1 1 ~ 8 1  l c i 1 9 1 5 ; 4 i  6-  1~ lrrl 91d  n 
,Z;,N; ZONE EASTING 

~ 1 1 ~ 8 1  lsl 91 41 a a 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See attached continuation sheet - item 10. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Richard Greenwood, Historian, Landmark Review Task Force 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

National Park Service. Historic Sites Survey 1/22/76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Washington D.C. * 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE 
A 

DATE 

(NATIONAL HISTORI(4 
L B N D W S I j  - 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

U NITLL) S71'~l*I kS DLPAK71'blt~NI'  Oh I'HL I I 11:RIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

The New York 
Botanical  Gardens 

CONTi NUATION S H E E T  S igni f icance  ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2 

t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a r e  more than 5,000 specimens discovered and named by s t a f f  taxonomists.  

The Garden, emphasizing pure research  over app l i ed ,  bu t  not  excluding t h e  l a t t e r ,  has  
achieved prominence i n  va r ious  f i e l d s  of research .  It is  p a r t i c u l a r l y  outs tanding  i n  
sys temat ic  botany, whgrein B r i t t o n  was a l eade r  i n  developing and gaining support  f o r  
t h e  supe r io r  "American" code of b o t a n i c a l  nomenclature over t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  system. 
During t h e  p a s t  70 years ,  t h e  Garden has  published more works i n  t h i s  f i e l d  than has  
any o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Extensive research  i s  a l s o  c a r r i e d  on i n  p l a n t  physiology, 
p l a n t  pathology, paleobotany, and ecology. I n  appl ied  r e sea rch  t h e  Garden has  d i s -  
covered t h e  process f o r  "puffing" r i c e ,  s eed le s s  grapes,  a n t i b i o t i c s ,  and a f a s t -  
growing poplar  f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n .  

Closely a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h e  herbariums and t h e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  is  t h e  b o t a n i c a l  l i b r a r y .  
S t a r t i n g  wi th  2,500 volumes, t h e  l i b r a r y  t r i p l e d  i ts  s i z e  i n  1899 when Columbia 
College donated i ts  5,000-volume bo tan ica l  c o l l e c t i o n .  Enriched by donat ions  and 
purchases of r a r e  European and Far Eastern bo tan ica l  works and growing through a 
s teady a c q u i s i t i o n  program, t h e  l i b r a r y  today i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  bo tan ica l  l i b r a r y  under 
one roof i n  t h e  Western Hemisphere. It p resen t ly  conta ins  70,000 bound volumes and 
more than 300,000 manuscripts and p r in t ed  documents. Its c o l l e c t i o n s  inc lude  

1 bo tan ica l  works da t ing  from t h e  18 th  century and correspondence of such famed 
s c i e n t i s t s  a s  Charles  Darwin. Scholars  from a l l  over North America and overseas,  
p r i v a t e l y  engaged o r  i n  government s e r v i c e ,  have long regarded i t  a s  a lodes tone  f o r  
bo tan ica l  s t u d i e s .  Through extens ive  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  loans  i t s  r i c h e s  have been made 
a v a i l a b l e  on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bas i s .  

Since i t s  beginning, The New York Botanical  Garden has f u l f i l l e d  i ts  r o l e  i n  
" i n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  people." Its d i r e c t o r s  and members of i t s  s t a f f  have composed 
a l a r g e  p a r t  of Columbia's Department of Botany and t h e  Garden i s  re spons ib le  f o r  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  of s tuden t s  seeking advanced degrees i n  botany. I n  more recent  yea r s ,  
graduate s tuden t s  of Fordham and Rutgers have a l s o  been accepted i n t o  t h i s  program. 
Also, postgraduate s tuden t s  pursue t h e i r  r e sea rch  here.  The Garden began e a r l y  a 
s e r i e s  of f r e e  l e c t u r e s  t h a t  has developed i n t o  a wide scope of i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  
teachers ,  ch i ld ren ,  and a d u l t s ,  including a two-year course i n  botany, p r a c t i c a l  
and landscape gardening, n a t u r e  walks, and gardening c l a s s e s  f o r  ch i ld ren .  Few, 
i f  any, s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have provided s o  comprehensive an  educat ional  program 
t h a t  provides f o r  a l l  groups from elementary school ch i ld ren  t o  postgraduate s tudents .  

The l a r g e  museum, occupying t h e  e n t i r e  main f l o o r  of t h e  museum bu i ld ing ,  is  devoted 
s o l e l y  t o  botany. Within seven yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  bu i ld ing  was open, a comprehensive 
e x h i b i t i o n  on economic botany was f u l l y  developed f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  of s tuden t s  
and genera l  v i s i t o r s .  Among t h e  e x h i b i t s  were foods, f i b e r s ,  drugs,  and woods. 
La te r ,  t h e  museum evolved i n t o  two major exh ib i t ions :  Economic and Food P l a n t s ,  and 
P lan t  Famil ies ,  t h e r e  being today 65 e x h i b i t s .  



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

U N I T E D  STA-I'ES L)LPAK~l'h'lt-i;?j'T' Ot' THL 1N.1 t:K IOU 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

The New York 
Botanical  Gardens 

CONTI N U  ATION S H E E T  Significance ITEM NUMBER PAGE 3 

The g l a s s  conservatory occupies one a c r e  of ground. It i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  conservatory 
f o r  pub l i c  d i sp lay  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Its 15  compartments provide a  wide range of 
c l i m a t i c  condi t ions  i n  which grow a  v a r i e t y  of p l a n t  f a m i l i e s ,  inc luding  t h e  famous 
90-foot palms, orchids ,  f e r n s ,  t r o p i c a l  and d e s e r t  p l an t s .  This  ex tens ive  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
l i k e  t h e  herbarium and t h e  l i b r a r y ,  con t r ibu te s  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e  research  
and educat ional  programs a s  we l l  a s  t o  v i s i t o r  enjoyment. Another a c r e  of hothouses 
i s  used f o r  propagat ion of p l an t s .  

In  add i t ion  t o  publishing t h e  l a r g e s t  number of manuals on p l a n t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  
Garden is  unsurpassed by s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  world i n  i t s  pub l i ca t ion  of 
a r t i c l e s ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and books on botany. It is  t h e  publ i sher  of a  l a r g e  number 
of esteemed p e r i o d i c a l s  such a s  Mycologia, Br i t tonia- ,  Economic Botany, Addisonia, and 
The Garden Journal  of t h e  New York Botanical  Garden. The va lue  of i t s  70 yea r s  of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r ibu t ion  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  cu r ren t  
pub l i ca t ion  of D r .  H. W. R i c k e t t ' s  five-volume work, Wild Flowers of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
" the f i r s t  d e f i n i t i v e  work on wild flowers" t o  appear i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

The New York Botanical  Garden i s  an a c t i v e  growing i n s t i t u t i o n .  Its a l ready s i g n i f i -  
can t  achievements w i l l  i nc rease  i n  t h e  fu tu re .  Concerned wi th  t h e  world populat ion 
explosion and prospects  of food shor tages ,  i ts  re sea rche r s  a r e  a c t i v e  i n  p r o j e c t s  
involving ecology, r a d i a t i o n  e f f e c t s ,  u t i l i z a t i o n  of fung i  and a l g a e  f o r  producing 
p r o t e i n ,  and many more. The i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  Master Plan c a l l s  f o r  t h e  enlargement of 
t h e  museum bu i ld ing  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of wings, which w i l l  provide a d d i t i o n a l  space f o r  
educat ion and e x h i b i t  programs, a  f l o r a l  conservatory of unique des ign ,  and a  v i s i t o r  
c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  publ ic .  

Impressive i n  i t s  parts-- the l a r g e s t  herbarium and b o t a n i c a l  l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  Nation, 
t h e  ex tens ive  educat ional ,  publ i sh ing ,  and r e sea rch  programs--The New York Botanical  
Garden, i n  t h e  span of 70 yea r s ,  has  b u i l t  upon t h e  programs i n s t i t u t e d  by i ts  f i r s t  
d i r e c t o r  t o  become t h e  l a r g e s t  and most s i g n i f i c a n t  of t h e  bo tan ica l  gardens i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  
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Verbal Boundary Desc r ip t i on  

The landmark boundaries  a r e  coterminus wi th  t h e  p re sen t  Botan ica l  Garden boundaries.  
Beginning a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  e a s t e r n  curb of Southern Boulevard and t h e  
no r the rn  curb of Fordham Road, proceed no r th  along s a i d  curb of Southern Boulevard 
t o  i t s  te rmina t ion  i n  t h e  east-west acces s  road t o  t h e  Bronx River Parkway. Thence 
cont inue  east a long  t h e  southern  curb  of s a i d  acces s  road and then  sou th  s t i l l  f o l -  
lowing s a i d  curb  as i t  merges w i th  t h e  wes te rn  curb  of t h e  Bronx River Parkway. 
Continue south  a long  s a i d  curb of t h e  parkway t o  i t s  junc tu re  w i th  t h e  wes te rn  curb  
of t h e  acces s  road running i n t o  Fordham Road. The boundary fo l lows  s a i d  curb  of 
t h e  acces s  road t o  i t s  merger w i th  t h e  no r the rn  curb  of Fordham Road and cont inues  
w e s t  a long s a i d  curb of Fordham Road t o  t h e  po in t  of o r i g i n .  

These boundaries  enc lose  t h e  New York Botan ica l  Gardens, wh i l e  excluding t h e  post-  
h i s t o r i c  highways and those  p o r t i o n s  of Bronx Park which are not  i n  u se  by t h e  
Botan ica l  Gardens. 


